October 15, 2026

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
Chair, Committee on Environment and Ranking Member, Committee on
Public Works Environment and Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C 20510

The Honorable Mike Lee The Honorable Martin Heinrich
Chair, Committee on Energy and Ranking Member, Committee on
Natural Resources Energy and Natural Resources
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C 20510

Re: Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act of 2026
Dear Chairman Capito, Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Whitehouse, and Ranking Heinrich

The American Highway Users Alliance (the Highway Users) is pleased to express support for the recently
announced Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act of 2026 (BAAJA), S. 5653. The BAAJA
takes important steps in modernizing and improving the permitting process for infrastructure and energy
projects. Today’s permitting system is slow and unpredictable, leading to increased costs and needlessly
delaying construction projects. This bill would bring greater certainty to the permitting process and speed
up construction projects.

America has a significant backlog of highway infrastructure projects. Due to a cumbersome permitting
process, making those needed investments face increased costs and lengthened timelines. Projects could
even be canceled in some cases. The Highway Users have long supported reforming the permitting
process for infrastructure and energy projects and several of our priority reforms have been included in
the BAAJA. Specifically, the Highway Users strongly support efforts to: set and enforce prompt
timelines generally; ensure that legal challenges demonstrate direct harm; and shorten the timeline for
challenges under the Endangered Species Act. These reforms give greater certainty to the energy and
construction industry and provide a more transparent roadmap for project delivery.

The Highway Users applaud your efforts to craft a strong bipartisan proposal to reduce costs and speed up
project delivery. We strongly encourage Congress to address permit reform when it returns in November
and to pass the legislation and send it to the President this calendar year.

Andrew Stasiowski,
President and CEO
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