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February 12, 2026

The Honorable Mike Lee The Honorable Martin Heinrich

Chairman Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural
Resources Resources

304 Dirksen Senate Building 304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

On behalf of the more than 500 members of the National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association (NSSGA), |
am writing to express our concerns about two bills that received testimony at the legislative hearing on
Thursday, February 12, 2026. The bills are S. 1464, the Buffalo Tract Protection Act by Senator Heinrich,
and S. 462, the Truckee Meadows Public Lands Management Act by Senator Rosen. The Buffalo Tract
Protection Act would permanently ban future aggregates production in central New Mexico, severely
limiting critical resources for infrastructure construction and public works projects in this growing
region. The Truckee Meadows Public Lands Management Act would directly impact several operations in
Nevada, putting existing aggregates operations at risk.

NSSGA represents aggregates producers and manufacturers of equipment and services that support the
construction industry. Our members are essential to the work of this country, and we represent more
than 90 percent of the crushed stone and 70 percent of the sand and gravel produced annually in the
United States. Our members employ more than 100,000 hardworking men and women who are
responsible for the essential raw materials used in every home, building, road, bridge and public works
project.

The Buffalo Tract Protection Act will set a bad policy by permanently banning aggregates production on
federal tracts in central New Mexico. These areas contain some of the only available aggregates supply
near the Albuquerque market. Enacting this ban would set a bad precedent and severely limit
communities' ability to access the resources needed to build roads, bridges, renewable energy projects,
schools, hospitals, homes and businesses. Allowing this ban to proceed would significantly increase the
cost of public works projects, requiring the importation of stone, sand and gravel to develop and repair
infrastructure and buildings. According to conservative estimates, aggregate prices in the Albuquerque
metro market would increase by 30 to 40 percent, and some projections suggest a 90 percent increase
in costs. Advancing S. 1464 will stagnate and diminish the movement of goods and commerce in central
New Mexico.

As the cost of supplying aggregates rises, budgets of local communities and federal entities seeking to
invest in infrastructure in Nevada and New Mexico would be severely strained, slowing project delivery
and harming the economy. Eliminating access to a construction material essential to addressing these
infrastructure challenges would severely impede Nevada and New Mexico’s ability to compete in an
increasingly global marketplace.
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While this legislation will create a competitive disadvantage and negatively affect residents of Nevada
and New Mexico, it will also have significant environmental impacts. Delaying improvements to Nevada
and New Mexico’s congested roads or eliminating access to materials needed to develop new water
projects and cleaner energy sources will undermine efforts to achieve cleaner air and water and to
maintain access to public lands. Further, if enacted, requiring aggregates to be trucked from greater
distances will increase transportation emissions.

| greatly appreciate your consideration of our views and your important work on the committee to
improve our nation’s infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Jdt. 5ty

Michele Stanley
President and CEO
National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association



