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April 8, 2025

The Honorable Jamieson Greer
Ambassador

United States Trade Representative
600 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20508

Dear Ambassador Greer,

On behalf of the National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association (NSSGA), | am writing
regarding President Trump’s Executive Order titled Regulating Imports with a
Reciprocal Tariff to Rectify Trade Practices that Contribute to Large and Persistent
Annual United States Good Trade Deficits. The NSSGA respectfully requests an
exemption for aggregates from these measures.

While we appreciate the administration’s commitment to strengthening domestic
manufacturing and onshoring American jobs and materials, applying tariffs to
aggregates would create challenges that disrupt infrastructure projects and increase
costs for American taxpayers.

Aggregates, including crushed stone, sand, and gravel, are essential to the
construction industry. They form the foundation of roads, bridges, commercial
buildings, and residential housing. However, the domestic supply of these materials is
often constrained due to geographical limitations, permitting challenges, and high
transportation costs. As a result, the construction industry has long depended on a mix
of both domestic and imported aggregates to meet demand efficiently. The tariffs on
these materials risk exacerbating existing supply shortages, increasing project costs,
and delaying the development of critical infrastructure.

We appreciate President Trump’s commitment to honoring the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA), under which aggregates are currently imported duty-free
from these countries. As outlined in our January 31 letter to President Trump,
including aggregates in the scope of tariffs would have significant unintended
consequences.! In regions where suitable aggregates are not locally available, imports
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are necessary to maintain steady supply chains for public and private construction
projects. Tariffs on aggregates would drive up costs across multiple industries,
ultimately burdening taxpayers and consumers with higher prices for essential goods
and services while limiting the number of roads and highways that can be built or
expanded.

Our members frequently rely on projects authorized under the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA), which provided federal investment into existing and
new programs to improve infrastructure across the country. One of the key policy
changes made under the IIJA was the creation of new federal Build America, Buy
America (BABA) sourcing requirements, which included the addition of “construction
materials” to Buy America preferences across federal infrastructure programs.
Congress and the Office of Management and Budget explicitly excluded aggregates
from BABA requirements (I1JA, § 70917(C)(1) and (2), and OMB Memo 22-11).

Since aggregates are already exempt from BABA under the IIJA and are duty-free under
the USMCA, we urge the USTR to grant a limited exemption for aggregates under the
newly imposed tariffs. This exemption would help ensure continued access to
materials critical to the nation’s infrastructure, maintain the competitiveness of the
American construction sector, support jobs, and advance the administration’s
ambitious infrastructure and economic development agenda.

We appreciate your leadership and the opportunity to work alongside your
administration to champion policies that benefit the American people. Should you or
your team have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate
to contact me directly. Thank you for considering our position on this critical matter.

Respectfully,

Mkt sy~
Michele Stanley

Interim CEO
National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association



