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January 26, 2005

Senator Conrad Burns









                                                       Congressman Charles Taylor

Chairman                                                                           





Chairman

Interior Appropriations Subcommittee

                              Interior Appropriations Subcommittee


132 Dirksen Senate Bldg



                                                   
B-308 Rayburn House Office Bldg

Washington, DC 20510



                                                     Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen:

Recognizing the tight budget constraints on all federal programs this year, I write to commend the work of the U.S. Geological Survey Minerals Information Team.  The reports the Team compiles are heavily relied upon by the aggregates industry and I urge you to maintain sufficient funding for this important and essential government service.  I would be remiss if I did not thank you for your past efforts in support of this excellent organization. 

The National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association’s member companies produce 90 percent of the crushed stone, and 70 percent of the sand and gravel consumed annually in the United States. Aggregates are the largest component of both asphalt and concrete. Nearly three billion metric tons of aggregates valued at approximately $14.5 billion are estimated by the U.S. Geological Survey to have been sold in the U.S. in 2003.  Without these important commodities the nation’s infrastructure could not be built or maintained, and the commerce and quality of life would be severely reduced.  In 29 of the 50 states, crushed stone, sand and gravel is the principal nonfuel mineral produced, and in another 15 states our product is the second most valuable nonfuel mineral produced.  With over 11,000 sites nationwide and a workforce of 120,000 men and women, most Congressional Districts are home to multiple operations.  

Both the public and private sectors use the information in the reports issued by the USGS Minerals Information Team to understand better the use of the material and the end use of materials in the economy, to use national resources efficiently, and to forecast supply and demand for minerals.  The information for a number of the reports are derived from proprietary information given by our members precisely because the government is a trusted third party – I must note that this is a role only the government can fulfill.  As a matter of fact, a number of the reports are predictors of economic activity and utilized by the seven members of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System.  To state the obvious, this information is extremely important for both policy makers and the private sector.

For these reasons I urge you to maintain sufficient funding for the Minerals Information Team so they may continue to produce the reports that help guide the use of the critical material across the nation.  I commend you for your efforts in prior years to continue this essential activity.  I urge your continued support of this important program.  
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Sincerely, 

Jennifer Joy Wilson

President & CEO 

Cc:
Senator Byron Dorgan

     Congressman Norm Dicks
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