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Updating the Endangered Species Act (ESA) is a top priority for the Committee on
Resources. We are now presented with an opportunity to address the ESA and it is my intention
to do so this summer. The ESA was passed in 1973 with the intent to conserve and recover
species identified as threatened or endangered. However, since enactment, outdated enforcement
mechanisms, poor scientific standards, hair trigger deadlines, and a host of other problems have
resulted in an Act that has not worked for wildlife or people. According to government data, of
the 1,300 domestic species listed, less than one percent has been recovered and only two percent
are considered to have met 76% or more of their recovery objectives.

We have an obligation to reauthorize the ESA, and I am working to have legislation
ready for consideration on the floor of the House as soon as possible. This legislation will
improve species conservation goals and reduce the level of conflict and burden that currently
occur. Clearly, through this process, I hope to improve the ESA for both our wildlife and our
constituents for generations to come. '

I appreciate your attention to this very important issue and look forward to working with

you and our colleagues in a bipartisan fashion as this legislation is brought to the floor. Please
do not hesitate to contact me or my staff on the Committee (Todd Willens or Rob Gordon at x5-
2761) if we can provide you with further information on this issue.

Sincerely,

RICHARD W. POMBO
Chairman

http://www.resourcescommittee.house.gov



