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Introduction  

 
The American people want the federal government to ensure their hard-earned tax dollars are wise-
ly and effectively invested in improvements for the nationõs infrastructure.  They want this country 
to build our transportation systems to create jobs and a stronger economy. 
 
The American people also want an end to bureaucracy, red tape, and wasteful programs.  They 
want Washington to live within its means and make the difficult but necessary, responsible spend-
ing decisions that all Americans are forced to make for their own households.  They want reform. 
 
This fiscally responsible, multi-year proposal follows these clear mandates from the American peo-
ple and creates long-term jobs by: 
 

Reforming our federal transportation programs, 
Reducing the federal bureaucracy, 
Better leveraging and maximizing  the value of  limited federal resources, 
Streamlining the project approval process,  
Improving programs that donõt work while building upon programs that work well, and  
Providing flexibility to states to address their own unique, critical infrastructure needs.    

 
This proposal reauthorizes the federal highways, transit, and highway safety programs with the rev-
enues collected for that specific purpose in the Highway Trust Fund.  Long-term funding for these 
programs is essential for states to plan major infrastructure improvements and create jobs.  By re-
ducing the federal bureaucracy, eliminating waste, and cutting red tape to make infrastructure pro-
grams work better, we can do more with less. 
 
Transportation safety is a  key component of  this proposal, which ensures that as we seek to 
streamline federal programs and processes, safety also is improved. 
 
This comprehensive proposal also makes significant reforms and improvements to federal policies 
and programs relating to freight and passenger rail transportation, hazardous material transporta-
tion, and maritime and waterborne transportation.  More than ever, the nationõs transportation sys-
tems must work together as a seamless network in order to ensure the flow of  commerce and pro-
vide a sound basis for economic growth.   
 
This is a fiscally responsible proposal that maximizes the value of  our precious resources, reforms 
transportation programs, speeds up the completion of  projects, and reduces the size of  govern-
ment in order to more effectively build our  infrastructure and create jobs for America. 

  


